Transmittal No: 91 LCM 149
Date: August 22, 1991

Division: Fanily and Children
Servi ces

TO Local District Commi ssioners

SUBJECT: Donestic Violence, Provisions of Chapter 53 of the Laws of
1991

ATTACHVENTS: Attachment |: 1991/92 State Budget Provisions relating
to Donmestic Violence (Not avail able on-1ine)

The purpose of this nmenorandumis to informyou of the provisions of the
1991/92 State Budget, Chapter 53 of the Laws of 1991, related to donestic
vi ol ence. These provisions, which becone effective January 1, 1992, will
affect local district responsibility to offer and provide shelter and
services to victinse of domestic violence and to reinburse providers for such
shel ter and services.

Chapter 53 requires social services districts to offer and provi de necessary
and avail abl e energency shelter and services to victinms of donestic violence
who are ineligible for public assistance. In addition it requires socia
services districts to offer and provide necessary and available non-
residential services to victins of donmestic violence, whether eligible or
ineligible for public assistance. Prior to the enactnent of Chapter 53,
soci al services districts were required to offer and provide necessary and
avai |l abl e energency shelter and services only to victinms of donestic
vi ol ence who were eligible for public assistance. There was no requirenent
for social services districts to provide non-residential services to victins
of domestic viol ence.
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Chapter 53 provides that 50 percent state reinbursenent be nade 1) on

expenditures nmade by social services districts to provide energency shelter
and services to victins of donestic violence who are ineligible for public

assi st ance, and 2) on approved non-residential services to victins of
donestic violence whether eligible or ineligible for public assistance.
Such state reinbursenent will be provided subject to appropriation and only

to the extent that a social services district has exhausted its Title XX
al l ocation. The expenditures subject to State reinbursenent nust be reduced
by the sumof all fees received or to be received fromvictins who are able
to pay all or part of the cost of such services.

Chapter 53 also requires the Departnent to establish rates for residential

prograns for victinse of domestic violence , subject to approval by the
Di vi si on of Budget. These rates will becone effective January 1, 1992.
This is a change fromthe current requirenent that districts establish per
diemrates for residential prograns. Furt her, Chapter 53 requires the

Departnment to develop a fee schedule for donestic violence shelter and
services provided to victims who are able to pay all or part of the cost of
such services. The fee schedule is also subject to approval by the Division
of Budget. Finally, Chapter 53 requires the Departnment to approve non-
resi dential domestic violence services.

Depart nment regul ations, 18 NYCRR Section 408.5 and Section 408.7, wll be
anended to reflect the requirenents of Chapter 53 relating to shelter and
services to persons ineligible for public assistance and establishing per
diemrates for residential prograns. Qher technical anmendnents nmay al so be

necessary to reflect the requirenents of Chapter 53. In addition, policy
guidelines relating to per diemrates, fees, <clainng, and standards for
non-residential services will be forthcom ng.

Any questions concerning these provisions of Chapter 53 of the Laws of 1991
shoul d be directed to your Regional Ofice.

Joseph Seni de

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Division of Famly and
Chil dren Services



